
2 • THE RYE SOUND SHORE REVIEW May 25, 2007

By Christian Falcone

Some members of the City of Rye 
have taken notice of a new pro-
posed development in Purchase. 

Anything pertaining to water has 
become of the utmost importance to 
City officials and particularly residents, 
the latter of which have grown some-
what interested over this development 
on Manhattanville Road and what the 
effects could possibly lead to... water 
runoff.

Known as Parcel B, the office build-
ing development has been in the public 

hearing phase since March 7 in front of 
the Town of Harrison Planning Board 
trying to gain approval of the Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Study (DSEIS). The study is at the cen-
ter of a heated battle between Purchase 
Corporate Park Associates (PCPA), 
which is trying to gain approval to build 
a 76,000 square foot office building on 
Manhattanville Road near Purchase 
Street and a concerned group of citizens 
known as the Purchase Environmental 
Protective Association (PEPA). The 
submitted DSEIS was updated from an 

Environmental Impact Study performed 
in 1983 that has outraged Purchase 
residents and members of PEPA who 
are opposed to the construction and 
added traffic congestion the develop-
ment would cause. 

“Any upstream development means 
less ground for water to be absorbed 
in,” Carolina Johnson, director of com-
munications for the Rye Flood Action 
Coalition said. “And more pavements 
allow water to run more quickly into 
our basements.”

PEPA argues that the study was 

done 25 years ago and does not take 
into account air quality. Furthermore, 
PEPA argues that impact concerns back 
then are in no way accurate today and 
therefore should be reevaluated. 

“Instead, this DSEIS assumes that 
impact analyzes conducted 25 years 
ago are still valid today, without any 
updates,” PEPA Executive Director 
Anne Gold said. “This DSEIS is there-
fore incomplete and should be redone 
to take a hard look at all environmental 
impacts as required by state law, and 
not just some.”

With a watchful eye  
Rye views battle over proposed Purchase development

By Marguerite Ward

On May 22, Rye High 
School’s Art and Literary mag-
azine, Zephyr, celebrated its 
first release party in the school 
courtyard. By having music, 
open-mic sessions, sandwiches 
and cookies, the event raised 
literary and artistic appreciation 
in a most enjoyable way.

Right after school ended on 
the sunny afternoon, teachers, 
students and visitors flooded 
the school courtyard. “It’s so 
great that everyone’s com-
ing together and celebrating 
creativity in our school,”  Cari 
Heicklen, Zephyr’s editor-in-
chief, said proudly. 

Though the copies cost 
nearly ten dollars each to pro-
duce, they were handed out free 
of charge. Inside the magazine, 
there are over 50 pages of 
creative writing, drawings and 
photos conceived entirely by 
students. There is also a music 
CD including everything from 
mellow to alternative rock 
songs. In addition, a video 
DVD including both funny 
and moving short films is at-
tached. 

At the release party, people 
got a taste of Zephyr music. 
The popular band Driftwood, 
made of entirely Rye High 
School students, performed 
several of their rock hits. The 
Experimental Theater Group 
also performed a mini-play they 
wrote themselves. 

Throughout the year, the 
literary staff of 15 students and 
its editors Melanie Chow and 
Andy Smith have sifted through 
scores of poems, stories and 
essays to create the perfect col-
lection. Evaluating each piece 
without knowing the author’s 
name, to avoid bias, true feed-
back is given. This not only 
helps the staff decided which 
pieces to accept, but the writers 

themselves. 
George Krajca, advisor to 

the Zephyr Literary club said 
the range in styles of writing 
was the issue’s best characteris-
tic. Mr. Krajca noted, “Though 
I’m advisor, I just keep the 
magazine moving forward. The 
students have all the talent.”

Working equally as hard 
on producing the magazine 
was the art staff. Nine students, 
along with the Editor Cari 
Heicklen, decided which pieces 
to accept based on uniqueness 
and overall continuity. They 
learned to master the Adobe 
program, InDesign, and worked 
on layout. Casey Gollan, layout 
editor, said the hardest thing 
concerning art was “...keeping 
it all coherent and creative in 
relation to the writing.” 

The point of the release 
party was to increase the hype 
around the school’s best kept 
secret, Zephyr Magazine.  The 
staff wanted to expand its 
body, especially to underclass-
men, who had previously not 
known about the magazine. In 
fact, most of the school is still 
unaware that the magazine is a 
2007 Scholastic Circle Recipi-

ent from Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association. Over 13,000 
magazines each year are sub-
mitted, and Rye’s continuously 
receives honorable mentions.

In the future the art staff 
hopes to keep experimenting 
with new designs and patterns 
and the literary staff hopes to 
draw in even more pieces. And 
everyone looks forward to next 
year’s release party.

Marguerite Ward is a ju-
nior at Rye High School and is  
currently serving an internship 
with Home Town Media.

Shea Donovan reading literature 
at Zephyr’s first release party
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Bob Steel, head of Social Studies Department at 
RHS, performing with members of Driftwood. 
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